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recapitulation here. But it is not known to many that he came to
the Indian cause uninvited. He was ever a seeker, ever a friend
of the weak and oppressed. As soon, therefore, as he came to
Johannesburg, he set about finding out the problems that engaged
people's attention. He found the Indian problem to be one of them,
and immediately sought out the leaders, learnt the position from
them, studied the other side of the question and, finding the
Indian cause to be wholly just, allied himself to it with a rare zeal
and devotion. He risked loss of popularity among his congrega-
tion. But that was no deterrent to him. When the Editor of this
journal was in India, Mr. Doke's was the guiding hand, and never
did a week pass during a period of nearly sk months, but Mr. Doke
sent his ably-written and well-informed leading articles. He guided,
too, the deliberations of the British Indian Association, jointly with
Mr. Kallenbach, at a most critical period of its history. When he
went to America in connection with his Church, a grateful commu-
nity held a banquet in Mr. Doke's honour at which Mr. Hosken
presided. Mr. Doke's words then uttered still ring in the ears of
those who heard him. It may truly be said of Mr. Doke that he
lived well and he died well. He is mourned by many more than
the members of his family, and may that thought comfort and
sustain them in a loss which is just as much that of those who
had learnt to love Mr. Doke as of the members of his family.
The late Rev. Joseph J, Doke was born at 'Chudleigh, Devon-
shire, on the 5th November, 1861. He was the younger, by some
two and a half years, of a family of two. His father was the Bap-
tist Minister of Chudleigh. His brother, the late Mr. William
H. Doke, died as a missionary at the end of 1882 on African soil.
The late Rev. Doke had very little schooling, owing to delicate
health. At the age of 16 he lost his mother. At the age of 17r
on the resignation of his father from the pastorate, he became
pastor. At the age of 20 he came to South Africa, where he was
in Cape Town for a short time. Later, he was sent by the South
African Baptist Union to open up a new cause in Great Reinet.
Here he met and married Miss Biggs, in 1886. Shortly after, he re-
turned to Chudleigh. From Chudleigh Mr. Doke was called to
the pastorship of the City Road Baptist Church, Bristol, where,
with the exception of a visit to Egypt, Palestine and India, he re-
mained until 1894. In 1894, Mr. Doke removed with his family
to New Zealand. Here he was Minister of the Oxford Terrace
Baptist Church, Christchurch, for a period of seven and a half
years, returning to England in 1902. In addition to the duties
connected with his pastorship* Mr. Doke conducted a class for

